
 

 

November 12, 2012 

 

To: New York State Thruway Authority Board of Directors 

Cc:      Governor Andrew Cuomo 

From: Thomas James, President and CEO, Truck Renting and Leasing Association (TRALA) 

Re:  Opposition to Toll Increases  

 

The Truck Renting and Leasing Association (TRALA) is opposed to the proposed 45 percent toll 

hike on commercial vehicles with more than three axles because of the negative impact it will have 

not only on TRALA members, but on small businesses in New York.  On behalf of TRALA and its 

over 550 members owning approximately 20% of the trucks engaged in commercial transportation, I 

would like to take this opportunity to express several specific concerns our industry has with the 

proposed increase, and its negative impact on truck renting and leasing. 

 

First, TRALA members are some of the most heavily-taxed businesses in New York, due to 

payments of truck registration fees, fuel taxes, federal excise taxes on trucks, tractors, trailers and 

tires, and heavy vehicle use taxes, just to name a few. Even though the Thruway Authority does not 

receive funds from these taxes, they are still a steep cost to TRALA members, who have no choice 

but to pass them along to their customers....small businesses in New York. The proposed 45% 

increase on commercial vehicles would only exacerbate the scenario of passing costs along until it 

reaches the end user – consumers in New York.  

 

As owners of commercial trucks operating pursuant to rental or lease agreements, TRALA members 

are opposed to discriminatory increases in tolling because of their specific impact on the truck 

renting and leasing industry.  For example, many TRALA member companies are often held liable 

for toll violations committed by their customers while operating a rented or leased truck. As you 

know, this occurs when a truck violates a toll and the Authority uses still images to capture the 

license plate on the vehicle.  The license plate will identify the leasing and renting company as the 

vehicle’s registered owner and the Authority will send citations to the TRALA member company 

rather than the vehicle operator.  

 

TRALA members have a limited amount of time to complete “transfers of liability,” to provide the 

customer’s information to the Thruway Authority so the Authority can then contact the operator who 

violated the toll. Often times,  the TRALA member does not even receive the citation within the 

short time frame allowed, thereby removing the possibility for them to escape liability for their 

customers’ violations. Additionally, there is currently no way to confirm that the Thruway Authority 

ever received the transfer of liability paperwork, processed it, and cleared the violation. Because of 

this, sometimes TRALA members learn years later that they are still being held responsible for 

violations even though they submitted the paperwork to complete the liability transfer.  

 



The absence of statutory limitations in New York has led to the Thruway Authority or even third 

party collection companies trying to collect violations, along with penalties and processing fees, 

committed by TRALA member customers up to ten years in the past. Again, many times, members 

are not even aware that they were liable because they did not receive the original citation, or 

confirmation that the transfer of liability paperwork was received.  

  

The burden of funding transportation infrastructure development and maintenance should not fall 

unfairly on the commercial truck transportation industry. Please consider these points and reject 

proposals for steep toll increases that discriminate against the trucking industry. Such increases will 

only raise costs for the end users – the small businesses and consumers in New York.  Please do not 

hesitate to contact me at any time to learn more about the truck renting and leasing industry and its 

concerns with tolling. Thank you for your consideration.  


